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Revelation 16

The Name of יהוה on His City

 

 

The second last letter of the Hebrew alephbet is the letter “sin/shin”. It comes in 
various configurations, depending on the letter type and font used. When we look at 
an aerial photograph of Yerushalayim, we can clearly see the three valleys: on the 
left the Hinom valley with the Refaiim valley (or Tyropoeon valley, as the Romans 
called it) in the centre, and the Kidron valley in the East. The last one is also called 
the valley of Y’hoshaphat or “valley of decision” and this is where the battle of 
Armageddon will take place. 
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This topographical map shows the three valleys with three well-known mounts: 
Tziyon, Moriyah and Olives. Mount Acra is not specifically mentioned by name in 
Scripture, but is the threshing floor belonging to Aravnah, the Y’vusite, which Dawid 
bought from him to build an altar there. See Sh’mu’el Bet (II Samuel) 24:18-25. It is 
also mentioned in the writings of the Maccabees as this is the main area where their 
revolt took place in 168 BCE. Mount Bezetha is what Flavius Josephus called “the 
new city – once again not mentioned by name in Scripture. The name “ophel” means 
stronghold. It was occupied by Nechemyah and was also part of the water system to 
the city. 
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Another good example of the shin formed by the valleys in Yerushalayim, and a 
picture of modern Yerushalayim, clearly indicating the three valleys. There is no 
mistake that  יהוה has made this His city. The letter shin is the first letter of the word 

Shaddai, one of the names of God, as in El-Shaddai, which means He is the mighty 
God that is more than enough! It is also the letter depicted on the mezuzah, the item 
affixed to a doorframe which contains the Sh’ma and other verses from Torah. 
 
 

 


